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arvest is well under way with Turf-Type Tall Fescues being swathed
and about to combined under the hot dry Oregon Sun. Perennial 
Ryegrass to follow. Dirt weights and crop numbers are eagerly 
awaited as the pricing issues are more complex than normal.

Farmer inputs are at record levels and still climbing. Fertilizer budgets are
way over the line and pressure from other crops has turned the annual
pricing discussion into a “do-or-die” equation for some farmers. Wheat is
providing the most severe competition for acreage, as last year’s plantings
appear in great shape and abundant for Willamette valley wheat. Prices
in the $8.50/bushel range will draw considerable attention when it comes
to planting decisions in another month or two.

Formulating a price list in this environment is a risky venture as there are
no guarantees that farmers will accept the pricing on which we are basing
our pricing. All the leverage is at the farm at this time. Following is a brief
market synopsis for the major crops:

FINE FESCUE
Acres are hard to come by, no carry-over, higher common prices pushing
up all proprietary prices – Chewings, Creeping Reds, Hards, and
Blue/Sheeps. No exceptions.

KENTUCKY BLUE
Harvest is under way in most areas. It may be less than a banner year due
to poor finishing of the crop. Acres are under intense pricing competition
from wheat. Fertilizer costs per circle have gone from $28,000 to $82,000
in one year. There’s some carry over of common and proprietary, but new
crop minimums are higher than last year.

TALL FESCUE
The crop looks good, particularly on irrigated ground. There is inventory
carry of most varieties. K-31 crop in Missouri appears larger than previous
years, with estimates running at 75 to 85 million pounds. Growers are
expecting pricing near last year due to inputs and cost of fuel.

PERENNIAL RYEGRASS
Crop looks okay, but lack of moisture may be an issue for later-maturing
varieties. Acres are down, with carry-over dominating over-seeding markets
at present. New Crop will be at higher cost than last year – the question
is how much? Growers are very bullish on pricing and may be surprised
by reduction in overseeding acreage and usage.

BENTGRASS
The crop looks good – a response to our cooler than normal spring. Acreage
is under some pressure from Hops in the North Valley. Beer over Golf?
Inventories of most varieties are available prior to the crop, but it will be
September before the new crop is properly tested and certified.

BERMUDAGRASS
Acreage is under pressure from wheat and water rights sales to major
cities. First crop coming in and appears a bit light from cooler than normal
winter. Inventories are shrinking and costs are rising.
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